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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

024758 211058Z/20 

R211014Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3444 

SECRET BANGKOK 13553 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (KRAIWICHIAN, THANIN) 

SUB J : VISIT TO U.S. OF THAI PRIME MINISTER 

1 . AT LUNCH AT FOREIGN MINISTRY TODAY, FOREIGN MINISTER UPPADIT 
PACHARIYANKUN TOLD ME THAT HE HAD BEEN ASKED BY PRIME MINISTER 
THANIN TO EXPRESS THE PRIME MINISTER'S STRONG DESIRE TO VISIT 
THE UNITED STATES IN THE NEAR FUTURE. UPPADIT SAID THAT THE PRIME 
MINISTER THOUGHT THAT NOVEMBER MIGHT BE A CONVENIENT MONTH FOR 
SUIH A VISIT. 

2. 1 RESPONDED THAT VISITS BY HEADS OF GOVERNMENT AND HEADS OF 
STATE WERE PLANNED FAR AHEAD AND THAT ON THE BASIS OF PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE, I VERY MUCH DOUBTED THAT SUCH A VISIT COULD BE ARRANGED 
IN SUCH A TIGHT TIME FRAME. BUT THAT I WOULD OF COURSE IMMEDIATELY 
TRANSMIT THE PRIME MINISTER'S DESIRE TO WASHINGTON. 

3. THE FOREIGN MINISTER THEN COMMENTED THAT A SHORT VISIT BY THE 
PRIME MINISTER WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL TO THAI/U.S. RELATIONS AND 
HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT SURELY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE 

MADE AS BETWEEN OLD FRIENDS. I REPEATED THAT WE HAD THE GOOD 
FORTUNE TO HAVE CLOSE RELATIONS WITH MA Y COUNTRIES AND THAT MANY 
LEADERS WISHED TO COME TO WASHINGTON, BUT I WOULD INQUIRE. 
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4. COMMENT: I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE BEST TO REPLY VERY PROMPTLY THAT 
A VISIT IN 1977 IS OUT OF THE QUESTION AS THE SCHEDULE FOR IMPORT- 
ANT FOREIGN VISITORS HAS BEEN SET. THE PRESIDENT S SCHEDULE FOR 
1978 HAS NOT YET BEEN ESTABLISHED, BUT A THAI VISIT WOULD BE 
GIVEN EVERY CONSIDERATION. 
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